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THE life of St. Augustine is chiefly gathered from his works (for which I have generally used the Migne edition), especially the 'Confessions,' the 'Letters,1 and the 'Retractations.' After these comes the 'Vita Beati Augustini' of his disciple, Possidius ; and a certain amount of biographical and supplementary information is supplied by the chronicles of Idatius and Prosper, the v I)e Schismatv Donadstarum' of Optatus, the ' Historiu Persecutionis African;*' ' of Victor of Vita, and the ' De Gubernatkwe Dei' of Salviamis. The story of his age is learned from : the letters of Jerome, Ambrose, and (,). A. Symmaehus; the 'Res Ciesta1,' of Ammianus Marcellinus; the 1 Vitu* Philosophorum ' of lumapius ; the poems of Claudian, Prudentius, and Au.sonius; the 1 Saturnalia' of Macrobius ; and the histories of the later Procopius. All these, except the last-named, are contemporary, or nearly contemporary writers. and a Boccaccio, a Newman and a Byron, has an immortality assured, whatever creeds or anti-creeds prevail.ng to bequeathe, but he directed that his books and writings should be retained by his church.
